OF WHAT PASSED IN  LONDOI/              2?$

so well attended, and is in noways to be imputed to the fears
and consternation of the clergy, with which the freethinkers
have since very unjustly reproached them.

My wife and I went to church, (where we had not been
for many years on a week-day,) and, with a very large con-
gregation, were disappointed of the service. But (what will
be scarce credible) by the carelessness of a 'prentice, in our
absence, we had a piece of fine cambric carried off by a
shop-lifter: so little impression was yet made on the minds
of those wicked women !

I cannot omit the care of a particular director of the Bank j
I hope the worthy and wealthy knight will forgive me, that
I endeavour to do him justice; for it was unquestionably
owing to Sir Gilbert Heathcote's1 sagacity, that all the fire-
offices were required to have a particular eye upon the Bank
of England. Let it be recorded to his praise, that in the
general hurry, this struck him as his nearest and tenderest
concern ; but the next day in the evening, after having taken
due care of all his books, bills, and bonds, I was informed,
his mind was wholly turned upon spiritual matters; yet, ever
and anon, he could not help expressing his resentment
against the Tories and Jacobites, to whom he imputed that
sudden run upon the Bank, which happened on this occasion.

A great man (whom at this time it may not be prudent
to name) employed all the Wednesday morning to make up
such an account, as might appear fair, in case he should be
called upon to produce it on the Friday; but was forced to
desist, after having for several hours together attempted it,
not being able to bring himself to a resolution to trust
the many hundred articles of his secret transactions upon
paper.

Another seemed to be very melancholy, which his flat-
terers imputed to his dread of losing his power in a day or
two; but I rather take it, that his chief concern was the
terror of being tried in a court, that could not be influenced,
and where a majority of voices could avail him nothing. It
was observed, too, that he had but few visitors that day.

1 Sir Gilbert Heathcote had before signalized his care for the Bank
when in equal danger, by petitioning against the Lord-Treasurer
Godolphin's being removed, as a measure that would destroy the public
credit. [H.]